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American Day® meeting held at the Gelden Gate Balirees, Bew Yerk City, 
en May 17, 1942. The newspaper states that this was a pretest scoting 
ever the killing ef Weliace Armstrong, celered, by a New York Gity  _. 
pelicemes. Povell is quoted as stating that the District Atterney, the ._s.. 
Mayer anf the Cennissioner of Police hai tekes neo astion ani that the : 
 flayer had m_ayws bes ibe the _— (63-68003-1 Ase 
#25 +, Cae << 
eon nee Y : Powell, writing editertally is °The ‘Peiie%s thet sates 2 ie 
tach Brooer ied vishin of enineritanion just on Beeea Secce ant: a 
- - . . Wengett’, the Scettsbore Boye and Angelo Herniea were. Ne further wrote == = 
“- . geo Pellewss ©2 make ne brief fer the Communist Party. ‘Thay have mach 
'  _pere able prophets than I ever would clain te be. . .* This ofiterial 
Aadicates that Pewell has om interest in "fhe People’s Veise® becanse he 
wrete as fellews: "This paper ic epen to all parties anf will be esa- 
trelled ty mome. . . Bed are dedicated te the prepesticn that there abale 
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- Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Vashington, D = CG. 
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Ret COMMUNIST PARTY, USA. 
DISTRIOT $2, New York ~ | 
"The 1ds Voice® : 


Dear Sir: . c : 


APA F°"'"') CL FICES 


ADVI i ‘9 Py ReT 


report o 
at lhe s Voice”. a Harlem newspaper 0 


is “publi: sher”. 
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Zwo copies of thie report are being retained in the Nev York file 
for information Purposes. 
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Director, 
Federal Burem of Investigation, 
Washington, D. G. | 


Re: REVERED 4D4n ctarrem FON Ire; 
x ecm SECURITY ~ 6 


Dear Sir: | | 
\ 
Reference ie maie to Bureau letter dated August 26, 1942 


(Bureau File $100-51230), requesting to be advised as to the exact 
status of thie case at the present time, 


Please be advised that due to other urgent matters this 
case has not received investigative attention, however, this 
matter will be investigated as soon as possible and an investigative 
report furnished the Bureau at the earliest possible date. 


Very truly yours,. 


ALY STM COANE PE 
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“5: ‘Bagar Hoover | - Director, Federal: bureau of Investigation Pe | 
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7 i RRS Sieg th 
Mr. Telson |” Reference is nalie te your Letter of Septenber 38, "394s, concerning 
Mr B.A THRE Captioned individual, wherein you efviced that because of ether urgent 
an. i Cle _ Matters the ease eoncerning thie individual has net received investigative . - 
ose M vin Sveeution although investigation would ve dinetituted as coen as poseidle. 
assim Mr. Glavin ae we. 
ov Your attention ie Girected te the sensiderable amount ef information - 
Mr. Nichol? gerntshed by you to the Burean concerning Powell reflecting thie eubdject's 
Mr. RoseD__sostvitios among the Negroes in your Field Divicies, as vell as his eonnee- 
Mr. Tracy_¢tene and affiliations with the Communist Party and various Communist Party 
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Dear Sirs 


DATE 


Thery 
copy of the report o 
relative to information pertaining to thelzPeople’s Voice" a New 
newspaper of which ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, JK. is Editor. 


. In this connection the Bureau's attention is directed to 
page 6 of the Ontober 10th tasua 20 “People's Voice” which has beer \ 


. sTevicously Lurnianec 
E7e 


ie ever phim Inic 


| appropriate investigation conducted for 


Assistant Direct 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 
Antted States Department of Justice 
WEW YORK, TORK 


SNe 
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October 16, 1942, 


Director : 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D. ©, 
\ Re: ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, JR. 
oe BEAL SECURITY - GC 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau Letter dated 


October 7, 1942 relative to the above-captioned indi- 
vidual. 


Pleese be advised that considerable informa- 


Further investigation relative to this 


~ gubject is presently being conducted and an investiga- 
, tive report will be submitted in the near future. 


Very truly yours, 


AL TRSORYATION CONTAINED 2. 2. zoncaxe 
MERE 1S ONCLASSEED yp 7 


ote 
DAI Ste by aii) 6b, 157. 


Federal Burean of Investigation 
tes Be t of Justice 
tts ats Berea 


October 16, 1942. 


Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. ©. 


Re: ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, JR. 
woe AL SECURITY - GC 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Burean Letter dated 


October 7, 1942 relative to the above-captioned indi- 
vidual. — 


Pleese be advised that considerable informa- 


- = a |e he 
Further investigation relative to this 


~ gubject is presently being conducted and an investiga- 
, tive report will be submitted in the near future. 


Very truly yours, 
RUC TRTORMATION CONTANED 7,» 2once= il 
HERE! 1S UNCLASSETED Lhe 


’ / - 
; Sp 


WEN YORK, N.Y. 


October 14, 1942. , 


sha rgoesRTION CONTAINED 
Director sat fA ti os 


a 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
ington, D. C. \ O 


RE: *PEOPLE'S VOICE® 
INTERNAL SECURITY C 


ar Sirs 


There are teing transmitted herewith two copies of the "People's 
Oice® dated September 26 and October 3, 1942. The *People's Voice" is 
a weekly newspaper published in Harlem, New York City, of which ADAM CLAYTON 
POWELL, Jr. is co-publisher. ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, Jr. is a New York City 
counciiman and pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York City. 


From a perusal of "People's Voice® over a period of a month it 


sertained that it follows closely the Communist F y line. be 


| 


‘Th view of the favorable attitude of this paper toward the 
Communist Party. program and the activities of POWELL in connection with the 
Communist Party, the New York Office has taken a six-months subscription . 
for two copies of the “People's Voice*, and one copy will be furnished . —~ 
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vi 2942, in the captioned matter, wherein you advised that - ~~~ 
-" @ eix months’ subscription for two copies of 
Voice" has been. entered int by your of that pne. . 

_ oor mall | be fufnished in the futury. to fhe Bureau. /..,,. 


Deda 


. furnishing a copy of this newspaper to the Bureau you 
the paper clipped in the New York Field Division for 
of interest to the Bureau's work and forward the sane 

The newspaper should be scrutinised 
only for Communist matters es vm. = of 
to the negro situation. ony 
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Mr. Tolson_ ss, 
Mr. B.A. Tomm__ 
Mr. Cless.. 

Mr. Glevia_ 
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Mr. Coff@ en avy 

“Mr. Hendd@n_Fevenal U OF INVESTIC 

Mr. Kream ,_U. B. DEPBATHENT ¢ tan’ sell 

Mr. McGuire. Aye 

Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 

Mr. Nease 

Miss Gandy 
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DATE 


There is enclosed herewith the October 10th, 1942 issue of; 
THE PEOPLE'S VOICE, @ negro publication. | 
Tt is believed that the Bureau will be interested in receiv- 


ing further copies of this publication and, accordingly, a subscrip- 
tion has been entered under a fictitious name by this office, As 
copies are wceived they will be —— furnished to the Bureas 


in the usual manner. ms 
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Military Intelligence Service 
_ Washington 


OCT 29 1942 
Subject: Letter of Transmittal. 
| It. Col. Je Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

ee of Justice 

The attached communications are forwarded for your informa- 
tion and such action as ycu consider advisable. 

ror the Chief, Military Inteliigence Service: 


aN nls Diise Wicd 


. Te PISSELL 
CoYonel, Gencral Staf?, 
Asst. ecutive Officer, Me Ie Se 


Enclosures: 


eet poh Be lume | 
Rar frm Aidt, 1i/0] $f =e 
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CONPIDENTIAE” 


WAR DEPARTMENT 


Office of the Director, Intelligence Division 


FIRS? SERVICE OCOMAND ~~. ope 
Ce 0! tors) 608 Commonwealth Avenues ., .;\. 


pi 


“5 Fl 


} 


ce 


' @ : Ba nite ; e-em 


° 
° e- e ? One *° 
° ~ - _ ¢ ‘ . 2 # . -@ e e - & 
Ss o'., Swe Yee aoe enero, , a beset. 
: REVEREND A, LAYTON POWELL ee 
° w “4 ies é 
Pi ° *eg? . . 
°. 
at D 
. ° ° 


7 . . * 
+ . a . ” 
os 


J “i, a 


ud ¢ 


r) A ai a," 


Soma ry of Information: 


- Qa Sunday, Octobder 4, 1942 a meeting of nference to Ené 
Discrinination in New Haven' was held at the New/Haven, Connecticat 
labor Temple, at which Reverend POWELL was the principal speaker, . 
He is the editer of the colored paper 'The People's Veice’ and is e 

. @ynamic and elequent speaker, attracting large audiences wherever he 

| Gppears. bases 


Although his speech was not against the government itself, it was 
directed at some of those individuals whe are prominently mentioned in 
the news such as Martin DIES of Texas; RANKIN of Mississippi, and TALXADGE 
of Georgia. He criticised them severely for trying to block the Anti-Poll 

He claimed that DIES was pro-Nasi in that he stated he would 
_ Pather see this country in ether hands than see everybody = rich, poewy.. . 
_ White and colored - on an equal democratic basis. a 


she Subject else stated Syhen the war 4s over ané ell those concerned . 
_ ere sitting around the 


a) 


. @ «® * 
. %, e « — e 


ae POWELL else praised Russia for her gallant efforts in 
. Germans at bay, saying "if Russia hed not held the Germans as 
1... @@d 2s deing at the moment, the United States, more than likely 
 . have been attacked by this tine,® ' 2 
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Director 
. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
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INTERNAL SECURITY, CUSTODIAL DETENTION =’ 


« 7 i  b. thi oly le + 


Bo A new case has been opened on this matter and a copy 
this report will be retained in the file of this case in the New 
bi for information purposes. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigti 
; : Washingtmm, D.C. r { 
| Re: CLAYTON PONELL 
| oples Voice — HYC 


A copy of this letter 1s being sent to the New York Pisld 
Mivisicn for ite information. | 
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PY IN FILE 


Bee: 
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pHebcral Bureau ot ineestion Qe 
‘Matted, Mates Bepartment of Bustiee 
How York, How York . —.. 


‘ wowember Sth, 1942 


" Director ~~ ei 
_ Federal Bureau of Investigation 
— we Ge **. 


| Re: Reverend ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, Ios 
3 | INTERNAL SECURITY — 


DearSirs 
Reference is mde to the Bureau letter dated October Sth, 1942 con- | 
cerning the captioned individual, in which the New York office was instructed 
to institute an investigation immediately, concerning this individual and s 
to submit a report to the Bureau within thirty days after — of the refer- 
ence letter. 


Please be advised that the investigation relative to POWELL has 


been completed and an eT report will be submitted to the Bureau 
in the near future. 


Very truly yours, 


HL te A CONTE ” 


P. E. FOXWORTH, 
| Assistnat Director 


* Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
-“Wasttingtan, D. Ce 


RE: REV. ADAM euneltees, JB. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated Decenber 11th, 
1942, bearing no file number, requesting that the New York Office re- 
fer to letters from the Bureau dated June 29th, duly 30th and October 
Sth, 1942, it being noted that the letter of October Sth, 1942, request- 


ed that the New York Office subait a report in this matter within thirty 
days. 


Please be advised that the Anvestigation in the instant 
case is complete, but that as beer sible to submit a report pre - 


or 05 Spent Ae to whom this case ie assigned, 
ane Some en : 1 @xvenced per .oc th the inves 


ny orm he tr AWE at te present ‘ine 
and it i expected thet it will last for at least a week to tan days. 


I wish to assure the Burean that & report in the instant 
case will be submitted to the Bureau as scon as possible, However, it 
is impossible to handle all of the assignments which have been request- 
od by the Bureau and meet deadlines where they heave been set due to the 


insufficient number of personnel available. 
RECORDED [f00= 542.30 —p 
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Sune 261 - | 
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ne ewe 


| 2 “i y, a 
: } 10 is dseired tat pou votes’ te wm coveral setters : , 
to you concerning the captioned iafividual dated June 2, 1943, - 
duly 3, 1942, ani Ostoder 6, 1942, and advice immediately -‘ = f 
a exactiy vhat actica yeu have teken to comply with ay requeste.. .-: a *% 
i _ 38 fle recallo€g that in ay letter of October 8, 1945, you vere. . ? 
inetructed to submit a report to the Burem within thirty days 
after receipt of that letter by you. A review of the file te 
Gate, however, fails te reflect eubsission ef sash a repert. 
ee 16 ds expected that you wiht — thies matter your 
ape consideration. ay Se = Boat 


og . on “ | we 


ur. ‘Totees : 
Mr. B.A. Tom 
Mr. Clogs 
Mr. Glavia 
Mr. Ledd 
Me. Nichols 
Mr. Resen 
Me. Tracy “2. 
‘Me, Corseo_____} ..€ * 
Mr. Colley 


Mr. Henéen_- | 


Mr. Quise Tamm 


Me. Nease- al iN 
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a “48 fe recalled ‘that by ay Letter of Ostoder 23, 1945, Soe ia 
you were requested to have eopies ef the eaptioned newspaper re- -*~ * 
ecoived by you clipped in She New York Office for itens of interest © 

te the Burem’s work anf forward the seme currently. A review of 3 
thd file im this mtter fails te reflect the subaission by you of 
Boag articles. The Publication Files ef the a ae 


ain issues ef the nevspaper fer Neveuber eof a 


r, £ : 
forvarded Wy FORe ik cc cent ce cow 8 : 


vi, 


The Dareen's desire ic again expressed that you have 
this nevspaper reviewed and clipped in the New York Office for 
matters eof interest, as well as ecrutinised carefully for informa- 
tion relative te Communist activities and ether forces oe a . 
Fest among the Negroes ia your Field Division. . to? 
s a. , a 4 ae +E , 
¥ ier. t a 
Mr 
Mr 


- Tolson 
. E.A. Tamm _ 
;. Clegg _ 3 
, Glavin Era teens eee 3 | | 
° Ladd gS so) S a he ~ , - 2 ae “ausne mn iuana : ste SB * ry ees id 
i, Wile ates 9 Se Ae Sa: Sao tase 
Mr. Rosen~ | _=_; : eis Me 
Mrz Tracy ¥ 
Mr br 
B Mr. Coffey _- e 
‘ ” Hendon 
. Kramer 
Mr. McGuire 


Mr. Harbo i ‘ eme : JAN 12 1943' 


Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 


Mr. Nease | ’ ee U. 8. DEFATMRaT OF I 
Miss Gandy ni > 4 


ye Mr. Sele 
Me. B. A. Tome 
Mr. Clegg. 
Me. Glavin. 
Mr. Ladd ) 
Mr. Niehels_ 
Mr. Reses_ 
Mr. Traey 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Heades 
_ Mr. Kramer 
Mer. MeGuire 
Mr. Harbo 
oO .. * *. Se. Quinn Tamm _ 
RE: THB PROPLE'S VOICB; | Tele. Room 


yf 7 INTERNAL SECURIT ~ 6. + Mr, Nease____a 


Miss Beahm 
There are attached photostatic copies of a oss 53, pat 3 @ Miss Gandy 


column appearing in the New Leader for Novemer 2) 

Column is entitledh*Inside and Out® and written 7 ‘aebert Recovers 
fhe particular section involved is entitled "Cerre * and is 
devoted to a letter received from Johm Hammond relative age the captioned 
Negro newspaper. This letter frea né cencerning hie financial iater- 
est in the newspaper, the Peeple’s Voice, and his connection with it is in 
reply, or pretest, to a paragraph contained ia the afore-mentioned co luan 


under date of Noveabder 14, 1942. ‘ ; 

—_. an ~ 

In tne Noveuber 14, 1942, issue of the New Leader, Robert frever 

in his column referred to the People's Voice which, as a result ef an error, 
was termed the People's World. It was said at that time by the columist 
that the People's Voice was in financial difficulties and it appealed to 
Marshall Field for a sussidy out that he was not interested "in adding a 
Harlem edition to PA". He described tne situation as depressing until 
John Hammond, a friend ef tne Negre, effered te stake the People’s Yorld 
ia order to reep it going®. It is then said that Hammond insisted on having 
@ representative on ye paper te see that things were handled properly but 
Reverend Adam ClaytornPowell, Bdéitor and Publisher er the People's Voice 
edjected on the greunds that the paper was fully staffed. Tne columist 
then remarks that in the very next issue of the People's Voice Max Yergaz, 
Commanist frentster, was listed as a publisher ef tke People's Voice. -- 


This information is being sucnitted for incorporation ia the 
file of the —_— newspaper. 
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‘Aved such & total, 
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~ oMere, Qhen, are @he facts: @n March of this year I bought 
| Wosie and Rhythm magadine and pot mm @ It of money, wou! 


@U bad available The magazine climbed to what is cather 
.¥ ¢remendous citwulation in the rede field (42,000) and had 


‘Advertising that amounted to more than $3,000 an istue - 
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$f geoacy, somewhere fear “$30,000, which maybe seme 
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Vechy, in addition, wonest dace Ts ineaption and & scemed 0 
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s ol Saving the paper. 
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imself had very tte money 


ul Sbcaase Of Bis work as head of the YMCA tn Africa fot 
: og years Bad considerable agcellent eoentacts. Mex raised 
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@mwtul botch of the while Negro qvdestion in the last. car and 


@-half an@ Ghat both PV's and 


Te... te - 
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| wounder and more militant.” The Communist’s line nowadays, 
es betterdhan ix months ago, stil leaves much % te 
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a Communist. 
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‘dined to get very much excited about it, no matte 
I do want to tell you, however, 
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Doxey May Head Senate Police 
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’ nation’s Capital that the Senate 
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headed by Sater Wal Doxey 
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. tors. 


If a Democratic caucus elects 


> Doxey, 4 will succeed Colonel 
. ar t-at- 
cn, heey ee 


brought the case to the attention of ; 
, secretary to Senator “PEOPLE'S VOICE" 
i, Robert Wagner of New York, who December 12, 1942 
‘has called upon Colonel] Jurney for 
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,* my statement. 

Doxey succeeds Jurney as ser- 
geant-at-arms, he'll solidify the al- 
ready strong southern mem 
of the Rules Committee, which in- 
cludes Senator Kenneth McKellar | 
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' army. . heey 
JINCRO INCONSISTENT 


“I want to serve in the armed 
forces.” he told the court. “I am 
willing and anxious to join the Ca- 
nadia» Army os any other Allicd 

_ army which does not practise dis- 
’ crimination. But it docs not make 
, sense to me to fizht for freedom as 
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Lynn might not legally challenge 
’ draft laws as an individual who had 
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fendant had submitted to induction. 

the judge said. Accordinglv. Lynn 

submitted to induction December ' 
writ. -- 
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US Act On Jimero - 

The executive board of the Re- 
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: geod Marshall, special counsel to 
: Che Netionel Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 
end Williem H. Hastie, dean of 
Howard University end civilian 
aide te Secretary of Wer, was 
adopted at « meeting of the exec- 
: gtive beard in the Reeserelt 
' Betel. 

The beard decided to appoint 
@ committee to call upon the At- 
| torney General, the Secretaries of 
Wer and Navy, and ether govern- 
ment officials to urge that dis- 
crimination against Negroes be 
climinated by the government 
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Marcantonio Planning 
New Anti-Poll Tax Bill 

4 néow bill to abolish the poll- 
| tax os @ requisite for voting in 

federal elections will be intre- 
duced in the 78th Congress when 

i conrenes on January 8 by Rep- 
| seaiitaties Vite Mercaentonio 
(ALP, NY), president of the Im 
ternational Leber Defense. 

In announcing that he will in- 
treduce the bill, Marcantonio 
vad 

“The people ere most definite- 
bly opposed to the poll tax and 
look upon & as « feudelistic end 
Fascist device by which American 
eitisens ere disfranchicsed. I em 

fident that en aroused 

force enectment of anti- 
legislation by the next 
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tie wniig © fens, Whiltee yoo’ vive Gitently. © The complete silence of the Capitol Police Board in Ignoring re- 
@8 on idea! or o realization, t is vanishing from the American scese. pone hee  Necomatgerrtien 7 
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ee ee light which promises well for tomorrow. Ovt of this sorry mess has come 

what could net happen te plein John Doe er Mary Jone? The enewer ts © nation-wide flood of anger that will not subside until I has beaten boc 
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SDaK CLAYTON POWELL, dR., Bogro, born ia New Haven, 
P Connecticut, 11/20/08; married ISABEL WASEIBOTOR on 
7. g/e/33. Bocane Pastor ef the Abyesinien Baptist Churcd 
dm 1936, upon the retirement ef hie father as Pastor. 
He is editor-in-chief ef "The People's Voice", colored 
weekly newspaper. He was elected New York City Council- 
man in Noveabder, 1941, arf is reported to have hai & > 
wport of the Communist Part bs) 
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* ef City College ef New York, for Communi 
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Communist propaganda. 
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REVREERD ADAM CLAYTON POVELL, JR. 


RESIDENCE ABD BUSINESS ADDEBSS a 
Residence - 732 St. Bicholas Avenue, New York City 


Business - Paster of Abyssinian Baptist Church 
132 Veet 138tt Street, Hew York City 
Telephone, AUdubon 39-1176. 


Bai tér-in-chief ef "The People's Voice® 
310 Vest 125th Street, New York City 
Zelephose, Mnumeat 39-5110 


(Brooklyn Branch ef "The People's Voice", 
1532 a Street, Telephone, PResident 
° 43010. 


CITIZENSHIP STATUE 


Subject is a United States citisen, having beez bern in 
New Haven, Connecticut, on Noveaber 39, 1906. 


BATIONALISTIC FEVERS IBS 
Oy marae | etic. 


review of the records furnished by Confidential Informant #1 
a, : CLAYTOS POWELL, 9R., a Negro, was born in New Haven, Connecti- 
‘e™X* cut, on Ke ember 39, 1908, the son of EBVEREND ADAM CLAYTON POWELL and MatTIE 
*.* FLBICHER PIWELL. Shortly efter the birth ef the subject, his father became 
sata. Pastor ef the Abyssiniem Baptiet Church in New York City, and the -fesily soved 
ete to New York City. - i ? ue 


 Bhe sudject received a Bachelor ef Arts Degree in 1950 free 

Colgate University, and received a Mester of Arte Degree from Columbia Uni- 
wersity in 1932. In 1936 the degree ef Doctor ef Divinity was conferred won 
#833 6©6im by Shaw University. He became Assistant Pastor ef the Abyseinian Baptist 
“Syts Gharch in 1929, and in 1936, when his father retired, he decane Paster ef th 
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3 ’ Farther information Sisiiailaie bis siinsishiebibiiais ‘eotivities: eee 
wll de | sh eut later in this report. POWELL has alee deen active as 6 meaber J 


Pay x of ¢ and bates before many of the alleged rs freat organisations. 


: Qa March 6° 2935, POWELL was’ married te ISABEL WASEINOTON, 
Se, pative of Sicenahh. Georgia, who was = —_— a — ee ver 
age owe . oe year-old weeds 0B. Pee - 
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ae . @he records of Selective esas Board 40, | ‘Bo West isces 

sa Street, New York City, reflect that POWELL registered gn October 16, 1940, te 
‘+, -¢ * le de elassified in 4-D end his Order Bumber is 734. Under the question en 
“ii. the Selective Service Questionnaire relative te conscientious eb jocsion, £8 - 
ae, vo! was goted - POvELL had written, be, haven't fully sade = a | pist”. : 5% 
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3 ‘Whe Baity Setiee oe Bilieew 1: "3900 cosinented oa ‘the to. 
< pointannt of POWELL as a sender of the lecal School Board, District #12, for * 
“@ peried of five years. The newspaper article further estates that he is ea-,. 
' Folled as a member of the pg Labor re ena is bead of the Citisens' ‘6 
Fea” potty on es. ee Moe AX ! 


arene 


ee 
. >? 
r4 ae 


. rh te: ~ , 


. oo ° ef a *. y “to 
elke ° bd ee < * % v. * 


ey fae ts ae ee el feet rigattge 
~!h . . as yy °. 
iit POR OR EN TS 
he cr destal Daa eae tate support ef the Commmist Party... On February 
5 23, 1943, the first edition of "The People's veenes @ colored weekly 
* ay whe published by the Powell -Duchenen Publ Publ ishing Company, es, . y 
: was listed as editor-in-chief." e . Swag es oS 
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"-e : coriae 4p the Vorkers' Alliance - eens yacreed — * see ae City ' 
pesteat me » tap ette is the WoPehke * A ot ‘ 


: “3 ¢° : . 
ee " Phe Daily Worker for Ageii 21, ads chuiss nat 8,600 perenne: 
* attended e nase a ‘fa the Abyssinian Baptist Church in eonnectica wi with - , 


, ant the New York City . 
farther states that FOUELL 
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foril ? rt od Stated that 
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ration must be ia writing and is 


. proper 
Le jodlrge by Confidential Informant fn refiecte ¢ 
:. . ' the Loner earned Se : 
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the tee Sak Heath. th eats "938, pL one ane 
29, 1880, eae ana that ite 
—— was to picket and boycott companion Glocriningting egaizet Begroes. 


fhe Daily Worker for May 38, 1938 hails the victory of the 
‘adi Committee in forcing the Consolidated Bdison rg arn te a 
dows — its notorious enti-Segro enpeequens policy... Bade a 


| Phe Daily Yorker for Septeaber 24, 000 stites thet 20S: 
-- dea champion of labor and commends his victory over en agains - 
N Bogroes w the New York utility —a - ae Oke es 


The Daily Yorker for ~ gt Ee 1939 neon thet POWELL te 
leat the mass picket line outside GRO WHELAE'S office (Hew York World's 


+ Fair Corporation) in protest against Negro discriaination by that eee.” - 
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tian © the weba's Cound tee. ‘ate forset by POWELE, ‘the, 
‘Dasiy caetee of Ooteder 18, 1941 ‘reflects that POWELL stated is ‘a presse ia-. 
‘terview that the People's Committes is the body whieh canvassed. the eity for - 


A a, - is during his ae Ser ited ven baer at would be mate * a | 


“ee #o Fhe 


3 ereanisation, ané that it's ohief function hereafter woulé be to - doodn i Ne 
people of Harlem to ht for their own interests. Ne nemed as officers ef 
this Coazittee JOSEPE , Secretary; BOI OTTLEY, Publicity Director; ené 
Mre. CHESTER CHINN, Sreasurer. Ee etated that as econ as the election was 
ever, the People's "Committee would begin a campaign in earnest to get employ- 

' . ent for Begroes in the Telephone Company. Ne further stated that as scons 

ge Be was elected, the People's Committees would picket the Board of Higher 
a pr op toe demanding the ses sepaesasden of — a to tay cues e: 

_ & ogee. : . “ete 


“s the Daily Worker Getel anes 20, 1942, ik tae & ten 8, 

Carries an article which reflects that POWELL lectured at Brooklyza College 
before a group of 600, at which time he stated that the Fifth Solum of our , 
Country is fostering racial end religious hatred, end sabotaging our war . a 

effort, and that only through equality of all people can Fascias be destroyed a8 

eat home end abroad. He demanded the appointsent of Negro teachers to the | * 
feculty of Brooklyn College and the institution ef Negro history in the | 

- Curriculum. The article further reflected that the meeting wae initiated — 


by HARRIET TUBMAN SOCIETY, end cadoroot by seven of the loafing elvie of ers. 


Ge oes, end tventy etuient leaders a Re? ee - 10 
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| People's Toto, Aaved das Jaueary 
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Serther cisueniak inet @ mass moving tet Yosn satiety the %e@ Gounittes . 

a fer Jenvary 4, 1943. fhe article stated that the Feeple’s Committee was lemeh- 
“ang the movement te enforce the Harlem Charter, and listed the movement as healed 

+. Sa pet fre TR. CHANNING SOBLAS was named Go-chairnen ond GREEVIBYS 

ogee was named Treasurer. The folie sens were listed ac the sponsoring : 
, Committee for the o's Counittee: RBLIRIDGS of the Baptist Minieters' gti 
_, Congress; RBVERESD , President of the Interdencuinational 3 
 pegaee VICKY BEST. Sew York Urbden Leagas; WALTER WHITE, B.4.4.0.7P.3; MAL 

Batione) Ascoeiation for Colored Graduate Burses; Br. GR0RGS CANNON, 

a, ; Memhatten Contral Medical Associations CHARLES COLLINS, Hegre Leader Vie | 

“tt ~@qmmittec; CHARLES EMLLER, President, Bow York State Youth Conference; 4. 

44 RANDOLPE, International President of the Brotherhood of. 83 Gar Porters; .-: 
WUOILLE PRERUY, Vonens’ Auxiliary of the 369th Infantry; CHESS, the 

, “i -Asogatatee Hegre Precet ant Po HESS, Bational Segre Congress.“ Pee. aa t 
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“eae | Med ‘Phe P Lets Counitves belt a teaforease at the siyastaien ie a 

* Septiet Church in Sov vx City en January 9, 1943. ADsi CLATION POWELL, S23, 

=n wee the Chairman. dene to an article is the Jenuary 16, 2943 fecw eof =: 
_ «+: She People's Veico®, outlined the duties ef the People's Committees te 
: - Be te etrengthea ostedliched organisations, ergenise the masees of ered 


. ae ae ecck te ofjust and encend lave "velating eo Giecrisination, fa order 
- to make them air-tight, and feel-proef, and alee te enforce the effectiveness of 
- he Seatenenne table tochaiqu: be the formation of * soma pressure organisation. 
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“‘mecorta' 6d Vostinoay ty POWILE Defers Ube Dive Comittee setleet > 
teat ‘tn 1904 FOUL, wae a meader of pers Rugoative bs agen of the Anorion® 
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‘Magis, with Cio cin ectian: end that ta 1805 be was a sesher of the Rational 
"WHS OE ie Siochoes Sones Ge Boats set See, : 


| Information furnished by Confidential Informant #1 reflecte that 
on der 32, 1938, POWELL sent a letter to House Chairman, SAM REYHOLDS, pro- 
testing the "gecision not to have open hearings on the neutrality act. This ee 

source advieed that the letter was sent by POWELL in the name of his congre- 


@ation and stated that peace-loving Americans should have the corvette to 
—. thenselves on such a vital matter. : 


The Deily Vorker for Merch 4, — ennowces rN pine of the 7 

Sev York City conference of the Anerican League for Peace and Democracy, ané 
etated that one of the organisers wae — The ere — wa the . 
_—— wee * act for peace. 


2. 


es oo bas aleo been reported, ‘én aor verified, “ehat POVELL + vas 
ae en the Bev York Council of Jeep Anerica Out of Var, as of Septeader 36, 190. 


aor In The Daily Worker for Mey 27, 194), 1 lesfing ¥egro Americans 
ocala the defense progras as a shas, and accused the efninistration ef foster- 

':. dng ea war drive. The article ited €iegcrimination ageinet Negroes ia the de- . 
fense program, end stated that the Negroes of America wanted peace and —T 
— ves one of thoes signing as the initiating grow. | 
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Phe Daily Worker, dated April 2, 1942, Page 4, Colum 6, re- 
- fects that POWELL was a speaker at the Free Browder Congress belt Saturday, 


March 28, 1943. POWELL is reported to have remarked that ia his paper, "fhe 
People's Veice®, fa the iesue before last, ee i 
the Hational Committee to Free Sarl Brovier. ae Wd ae 


| fhe Daily Worker for May 16, 2942, reflects that POWELL vasa 
pester at a mass victory rally which took place at Nev Tork —- éuring 
Mey, 1942. He is quoted as follows: 


| PWe are waging a people's war, with a peopie’s earay, for a 
people's peace, end the key to victory can be learned fros the 
Chinese people who are fighting a people's war, and from the 
glorious Red Army, which is fighting a people's war. Let us 

 @eonand a reginent of American people, Negro and white allied, 


fighting a peoplete var, 90 Bay = the wore over shall 
decone a reality.” 


The Sunday Worker for June 14, 1942, stated that POWELL wase 
epecker at an anti-discrisination mass necting held on dune 12, 1968, is the 
Fork Palace, Bew York City. Ee is quoted as follove: — | 


:, “Despite efforts of certain people the common ‘people may 
wis this anti-Hitler war this year. The death blow to the o14 


ee ot & 


wcse> On4ed with the agreesent signed by the —— States, the 
Soviet Union and Great Britaia. . 
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ple's Votes ‘dated October 4, ‘ls, wetaliete that aut oe 
, dR, was ono of the qponsore fbr the dinner on the Century of aes 
, herd wader the auspices of he Joint mea ibheneate — * Roa 
—" siege . a a ae es # i, 
ae CON NENT 
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Committee to be herd on October 37 at the Hotel Astor. Other sors isclused 
| Som GARTER, Bditor of the Opportunity Magazine, CHARLES A. » Go-chair- 
wan of the Negro Labor Victory Committee, Dr. MaX YEROAN. Executive Director 

‘ef the Council on African Affairs, end president of the Bational Negro Congress. 
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' Phe Jew Tork Times for July 20, 1936 mentioned POWELL as a vell 
known liberal and a weaber of the People's Comittee for a Tore Labor Party. 


| In the tectisony given defore the Dies Comaittes. POWELL is re- 
ported to have registered as a delegate to the California Youth Legislature — 
at los Angeles on Bovezber 5, 1937. This legislature is said to have deen 
formed by the Young Communist League. In the same testisony it is alleged : 
that POWELL spoke at a masse meeting for HARRY BRIDGES at Madison Square Gerden 
on Decender 16, 1956. According to other testinony before the Dies Comnittec, 

.. , BOWELL is Listed as a sponsor of the Federation ef Children's Organisations, 

‘, “' end thie Federation is alleged to have been Goninated by the Conauniet Party. 


Feros oe The Daily Yorker for Octeder 28, 2UGT tgton What POTD was 3 
— @lectéd Chairman of the Karlen Sco ttsdoro Defence Forces. i 


JayE8 V. FORD, writing in The Daily Worker for dinate 8, 1938, 


stated that the Communist Party loyally cupports the Arericen Lebor Party, ac’ 
‘that POWELL ané his jod campaign are ey: aided ow the Soompigt psead ahaa 
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| - @he Daily Worker for Septesder 34, 1937, states that POWELL | 
ae de a opeaker at a meeting to be held at Madicon Square Garden Octoder 


1, 1937, wee the auspices of the American League Against Wer ené Fascia, 
*- end the “American Priende of the Chinese People. 


The Daily Worker for January 15, 1937, announces a mace trial _ 
‘to be heid Jenuary 15, 1937, at the Abyssinian Beptist Church, to present 
first-hand evidence of brutality in the Harlem Public Schels. It was stated 
that FOUR would ast as Julgs at this trial. ts OE Gee a8 ins 


; The hate Worker ~~ betes 15, 1948, Liste pour as one 
of those signing a letter to the House of Representatives protesting Senator 
‘Hye's attack on the motion picture industzy, = that _ en otters 
de anti-Semitic and egeinst national wmity. . 
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eye Pestiaony given before the | Sommittee Listed POWELL on the 


7 Sational Advisory Board ef the American Tonth ticewres wares was — 
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es " @he candidacy of idles, ac sis: Wap tga, ilie Meleai’s ius ka: 
* @oreed by the Daily Worker on Octoder 30, 1941, ew the Sunday Worker on 
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Hoveabder 2, 1941. 


JAMES ¥. FORD, writing in Phe Deity Worker of tievesibee 23, 1942, 
hailed the election of POWELL as 8 vistery for Gemocracy ané for anti-Eitler 
forces. : SE 

Phe Daily Vorker for Sovesber 38, : 1941 oti tortally commented 
en the — of POWELL as a victory for the enti-Fascist collation. ei 


- fhe Daily Worker for February 18, 1942, states that POWELL in- 
troduced a resolution in the New York City Council againet Negro Diecrinina- . 
tion in the colleges of the City of New York. The Daily Vorker for May 5, 
1942, states that POWELL would be a speaker at a mass meeting at Carnegie. 
| Zell on May 4, 1942, that this meeting ie sponsored by the Protestant Digest, 
Inc., and that a speech by Dr. HEWLETT JOHNSON, Dean of Canterbury, England, 


‘ would be re-droadcast — London Dr. lal was ee as the Games 
of “Soviet Power®. — | 


The Sunday Worker for March nz 2942, quoted POWELL as fertove: 


7 , tis long os oe Gan yas SAK ROVE tn prison hen tha 
entire Basie of civil liberties is threatened. This travesty | 


of justice has gone on long enough, Se: 
te it speedily -- in fect, immediately." A ee 


oa _ POWELL, writing editorially in “etre Peo wope' Votee®. etates ‘hat 
eral is a victin of un-Americaniss, just as sox I » @acce ent VANZETTI, 


5o The Scottsdoro Soys and ANGELO smmmnok ces were. He further wrote eas follews: ex. 


make 20 brief for the Coneuist Party. ee nare. much Rose ae rr thes : 
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Phe Sunday Worker for March 20, 1942 reflects that POWELL spoke 
at the National Free Browier Conference in Manhatten Center, and was q<uoted 
ae eaying that democracy is not free while BROWER ie in prisons, end that 
eg Oe eS eee ee ee 
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‘SThe People's Voice*® dated Octeder 30, 1943, lists the omers 
of the paper ee ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, dR,, CHARLES BUCKAMAN ond MAX YERGAS. 


EE a a a a oe 


: e 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


po Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
‘ indicated, explain this deletion. | 


> Deleted under exemption(s) oe 2 Q with no segregable 
material available for rejease to you. 


ee 


[-) Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Docament(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies), 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


lOO 51230 - 2S pase al 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 


FOR ts Foe 


DELETED PAGE(S) : 


Se ne ates: 9 . ead. os eee Pie 2 he ere rial 
-_-.° ™ **e 7 mee *- «er ‘ 


OE pe 


oe , 
¢ - °° 
> “ .- - ‘ saeste-y wabeamns 
; 


wo 


Te 


“se 


ee Phe People's Yoice®, date Coteber 2, 1948, om afticle. 
: Felative to the dinner meeting on the Century of the Common (given wiler : 

| the auspices of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, on Octeder 37, 1942 

at the Rotel Astor. POWELL was listed fa this article as obs of - sponsors. 


os - an editorial by POWELL in "The People's Voice®, ai October . 
oe, a, » 1942, be tated in pagase to the bases) lection that the"aasly see 
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for this years political campaign is Lis Laver and BEV JANIS Davis, dR. In re- 
gard to BEVJaMIs DAVIS, JR., who ran on the Communist Party ticket for the office 

. of Congressman at Large for the State of Few York, POWELL stated: "Ben Davis de- 

 gerves the vote of every Negro. He comes fros a great Georgia fazily. His edu- 
Cation left his head and shoulders above the usual run-of-the-mill Congressnen". 
He further stated, "fhe Negro vote ie eo important that major political parties — 
nominate a Negro for the position of Congressman at Large, instead of nonentities 
that are running. My vote goes to Ben Davis, Jr." In another section of this 
editorial, POWELL states es follows: "It is time that the Negroes participated 
fin the political ecene as members of the democracy, not just as Negroes. This - 
4e the one reason I have always given credit te the Communist Party, because 


they have had the courage to ru Negro people = — state end em 
elections*. 


An editorial in the "People's | Yoice", dated Sovesber 28, 1942, states 
in large headlines as follows: "They put us - with guns, after the anti-poll 
tax bill was killed". The article states that five Vegro ministers leading a 
Gelegation of over 100 from all over the comtry, to fight for passage of the 
Pepper-Geyer anti-poll tax bill, had guns pulled on them in the corridor of the 
United States Senate, and that the gune were brandished by two Senate police _. 
officers almost immediately following the 41 to 37 vote againet the bi11, and . 

~Glisexed a day in which tie clergymen had undergone variots fores of democratic 
brush-off, including threats of physical violence. The article further reflects 
that the ministere referred to were the delegation lead by POWELL that had gone 
to Mashington to aid the National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax. 


ey 


Ne a desk de to babel Gat ihn tneiiin tan tin ot Ws Ps eo 
Toice* for Noveaber 26, 1943, is devoted to the announcement, in large letters, 
that Bogro preachere, naming thea, were pat eut ef = Senate at gua-poist. 


fe The "People's Yoice", dated Deceader 6, 1943, eerste aa etitorial 
signed by POWELL. 4a which be etates, "Democracy i¥ fast waning at hens. Whether 
' you view denocracy as en ideal or a realisation, 1¢ is vanishing from the American 
gcene. Se may be extending democracy abroad, but we ere surely losing it at home. 
When a fish decays it begins to stink at the head. Today Washington is deginning 
: @o stink. Unless the death grip on our nation's capitel fe broken, and the ideale 
‘ of democracy, if not the practices, are restoreé, - future ad she Sveet ant és : 
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Part of this article is devoted to criticien ef the gcvernpent for 
failure to take action against the capitol policeren as econ as the delgates 
were reported to have been put eut of the Capitol, and that the Capitol authori- 
ties had taken no steps even to investigate the situstion. In the last para- 
graph of his article, POWELL states as follows:- 


"Washington stinks. It stinks with Jis Crow Giecrimination, pre- 

- gadice and hatred. It stinks on the street. It smells in the corridors 
of the government buildings. Tow the stink.and decay has reached into 
the Capitol itself. If démocracy is going to be saved at home, it is 

going to be saved only by Negroes fighting for Gemocracy.* 


“The People's Voice" of January 16, 1943, carries an article relative © 
to the poetponement of the hearings before the 7.2.F.C. on Giscrisinatory 
practices of Southern railroads against Negro fireman. This article reflects 
that in New York City the cancellation resulted in a meeting early on Monéay, 
apparently January 11, 1943, of WARERI BANNER, Research Director of the Rational 
Urban League; EDsARD LEVIS, Executive Secretary of the Bew York Urban League; 

WARD YERGAN, President of the Fational Negro Congress; FERDINAND SMITH, Secre- 

- tary and Vice President of the National Maritime Union; JOSEPH J0ED, Executive 
Secretary of "The People's Yoice*, and ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, JR. , Editor of "The 
People's Voice", with WENDZLL VILLKIE, fhe article states thet plans were dis- 
cussed at this meeting, but that details were withheld temporcrily. 


i "The People's Voice® dated January 23, 1943, carried an article by ADAM 
CLAYTCS POWSLL, JR., relative to the use of Hunter College by the WAVES and the 
SPARS, in which he stated that the City of New York would not Gare to enter into 
@ contract with any private agency, Company or individual known to discrininate 
eageinst any race. During 1942 the City Council passed a law prohibiting such 
Contracts and agreeaents. POVZLL went on to state, "We have a very exact Civil 
Rights Code in Albany on our staff books. The Constitution of the United States 
epecifisally is against second class citisens, but gore than all these is the 
fundazental spirit of the people of our town. It is here in New York that the 

- great spirit of democracy has reached the highest heights. Cur city would render 
en inestimable service to the war effort if by conference it would ve adle to 
break down the barriers against Negro women in the WAVES and SPARS. It was just 

_ @ short time ago that Hunter campus and its buildings echoed to the footeteps =. 

_ ef young women of all races. Today, wiless the situation is changed iccediately, 

‘go Negro women may train on that campus, regardless of her love for her country. 
Such conditions will not hurt too such the prosecution of the war, but they will 
delay somewhat the day of victory, end they will surely endanger the day ef peace.® 
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Confidential Informant $10 afvieed thet on Octoder 4, 1943, 
POWELL spoke at the Conference to Iné Discrizination hel@ at the Labor feaple 
in Bew Haven, Connecticut. He is reported to have referred to the cracker- 
ocracy in the South and held it out as being as great an evil as Hitler. This 
- @epackerocracy, he stated, was also widely practiced in the North, ané as edded 
: emphasis compared Hartford, Connecticut with Atlanta, Georgia. - 
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CONMen TIAL 


eent to vote for the anti-poll tax bill, and further afvieed the quiience, 

: €Ve want to know who 4s against cs and who fie for us®. He praised the 
Magnificent resistance of the Russians and Chinese against aggression and 
‘urged full support of the Freedom for India movement. He pointed out that 
the Hegroes were denied their rightful place after the last war, but if they 
would all unite and dezand their equal rights they would come into their own 
upon the victorious conclusion of the present conflict. | 


Asong other things, POWELL spoke of certain elements of Con- 
grees who were not cooperating with the Presidential war program, and sade 
eeveral derogatory regarks concerning Congresesian Dies and his committee. — 
In conclusion, POWELL referred to certain high renking senders of their race 
who seemed to have forgotten their colored brothers and no longer furnished 
tke leadership which was expected of thea. He stated, however, that the 
Colored masees were rising and on the march, end they vere inviting all their 
colored brothers to join thea, But if they did not want to, then all they — 


asked vas that they step aside, because, "Brothers and sisters, we're going 
—— 


| "The People's Voice” dated October 3, 1942, carried an efi- 
 . torial by POWELL in his "Soap Box" column, in which he stated: ) 


“The attack by Martin Dies on Mary McLeod Bethune is the 
last straw. Dies has already won infamy as an international jack- 
ass, but today, with your permission, let us omit the jack. Any 
low cracker ecum like Dies who will dare to point his finger et 

- @ great American woman like Dr. Bethune deserves to be pudlicly 
. purged. Dies is no good, never has been any good, and never will 
be ary good. The sooner he is buried the better. He is one of 
the few people in history whose body has begun to stink before it 
Gies. Dies is Public Scunk #1. There is only one place fit for 
‘his to live ané that is Eitler's outhouse.° 
er, oy The article goes on to relate that the Vatioual Feteration 
. Lor Constitutional Liberties has a 64 page booklet on Martin Dies which every- 
. one should read; that Dies works hand-in-glove with the Nasi Fifth Colum isa 
the United States and that his tactics are the sane as Goebbels’. . the lest 
teeters ef this editorial, POWELL states as ‘followsi- | | 


"Ve demand that Congress impeach his ant that the y.3.2. | 


_ davestigate his, and that the President of the United States have 
Basco arrested Ammediately as as soety . arog’ saute is not -. 
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8 _pever has deen one Fascist agent in America vhon Dies has not 


shielded, worked with, protected, investigated, and whitewashed. 
The death of Dies is gust as important as the desth ef Hitler. 
Frits Kunze of the German American Bund supported Dies’ request 
for more money from Congrees. Pelley, Silver Shirt leader, told 
Congress that he founded his organisation on Dies‘ principles. 
The Ku Klux Klan of Oklahoma City issued a special pamphiet 
praising Dies. The Axis needs Dies today — but we _—s Bo 
hell with hia.® ‘ | : | eer 
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The following is a physical description of POWELL:~ 


Tat 
WATIONALIZY 


CHARACTERISTICS 
OCCUPATION 


MARITAL STATUS 


PANESTS 


ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, JR. 
Azerican He 
34 * as safe, Yew Heven, Cons.) 


Adsence of Negroic features; mustache; 
neat dresser. — 

Hew York City Counciiran; partor of the 
Abys einian Ba tist Church, N.Y.C.; e@ite 
in-chief of People's "Toice", veekl; 
Begro newspane 

Married (Wire’ ; ‘name: ISABEL WaSHINGTCE 
POWELL) 

Has 16 yr. 014 adopted son, rese unknown 
Father, ADAM CLAYTON PCWELL, SE. 


“Mother, MATTIE FLETCHER POVELL. 
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CONFIDENTIAL IETORMAESS 


Tie cou"idential infor=aats mentioned in tke report of Special Agent 
Ce ‘ we 


; 9 
i Bureau letter to Kew York, dated 7/10/42. , 
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Letter from New Haven, dated 10/6/42, 
information obtained by Special Agent 
who ettended the peeting. 
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